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The Utilitarians were, and still are, made fun of for the
supposed habit of judging all things by their usefulness rather
than by any quality they may possess on their own account.
'A Utilitarian says. What is the use of a nightingale, unless
roasted? What profit is there in the fragrance of a rose, unless
you can distil from it an otto at ten shillings a drop? What can
you mint out of the red flush of a morning cloud, save a
shepherd's warning, to take his waterproof with him when
going out in the world?31 It must be admitted that the tem-
perament of the early Utilitarians gave some colour to this
accusation, but I think it results much more from the sug-
gestions of the word. Certainly there was nothing in the doctrine
of the school to warrant this common criticism. The doctrine
was that pleasure is the good. If you derived more pleasure
from hearing the nightingale than from eating it, you would
abstain from roasting it. If you and the nightingale, jointly,
would enjoy a greater sum of pleasure if he were left to sing
than if he were eaten, the legislator would arrange the laws so
that you should not kill the bird. This was the doctrine; and
what could any one ask more?
Even as regards temperament, while there is a measure of
truth in the current view, it has very definite limitations. Ben-
tham was fond of music; James Mill caused John to read more
poetry than was read by any other boy then living. John
himself, when he grew up, turned out to be pdetic, slightly senti-
mental, with hankerings after emotional delights that his father
had made difficult for him. The reason for the name "Utilitarian*
was that Bentham and his disciples would not put up with
things that had no use, merely because they were traditional.
The procedure of the Court of Qiancery, which Dickens attacked
in Bleak House, had certainly none of the intrinsic merit of the
nightingale's song. It was, therefore, to be judged by the test
of utility, and by this it was condemned. Bentham applied this
test to all the old lumber of English law, preserved only to
provide incomes for lawyers. He thought this an insufficient
utility, and set to work to try to reform the law. In all such
regions, the Utilitarian standard is admirable, and by this stand-
ard the utilitarians were justified. They may not have possessed the
charm of the nightingale, but they did possess the merit of use-
fulness.
1 The Evangelical Revival, by S. Baring-Gould, M.A., 1920, p. 7.